Media Release
Roche inaugurates Building 2, one of the world's most sustainable
high-rise office buildings
●

Building 2 is a key element in the plan to bring employees together at the site

●

The building is an excellent setting for modern forms of collaboration that foster
creativity and innovation

●

Building 2 meets the highest standards of sustainability

Basel, 2 September 2022 - Today Roche (SIX: RO, ROG; OTCQX: RHHBY) inaugurated its new
office high-rise, Building 2. Thanks to innovative construction techniques and a pioneering
energy concept, it is one of the world's most sustainable high-rises. Roche has invested 550
million Swiss francs in the 205-metre high building, which accommodates 3,200 modern
workplaces.
Roche CEO Severin Schwan: “Building 2 is another highly visible sign of Roche's commitment
to Basel - the city where Roche was founded over 125 years ago. The building has been
designed as a place for dialogue and cooperation, one of the key prerequisites for creativity
and innovation. It is a further milestone in the development of our site, creating a modern and
highly attractive setting for our head quarter."
Thanks to Building 2, all the employees who have been working at a variety of locations across
Basel can be brought together at the heart of the Roche site. The excellent infrastructure at
Building 2 encompasses a diverse range of workplaces facilitating different forms of working,
from teamwork to highly concentrated working or hybrid working styles.
The continued development of the site is going to plan: the new research & development
center is due to open in autumn 2024. Roche is investing 1.2 billion Swiss francs in this
project. The development plan for the redesign of the southern section of the Roche site is
also being driven forward in close cooperation with the authorities.
Building 2 in brief
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●

Total investment of CHF 550 million
50 floors
83’000 square metres of floorspace
Attractive workspaces for around 3,200 employees
Building heated exclusively using waste heat from the site; cooling with groundwater
Energy-efficient facade thanks to 50% proportion of glass and intelligent blind system
Highly efficient LED illumination throughout the building, with smart lighting function
Bicycle storage basement with space for about 400 bikes
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●

Earthquake safety features: Building 2 can withstand a once-in-a-millennium quake
(6.9 on the Richter scale) - Buildings 2 and 1 share the same construction technique; in
2018 Building 1 received the Seismic Award for earthquake-resistant building design

About Roche
Founded in 1896 in Basel, Switzerland, as one of the first industrial manufacturers of branded
medicines, Roche has grown into the world’s largest biotechnology company and the global
leader in in-vitro diagnostics. The company pursues scientific excellence to discover and
develop medicines and diagnostics for improving and saving the lives of people around the
world. We are a pioneer in personalised healthcare and want to further transform how
healthcare is delivered to have an even greater impact. To provide the best care for each
person we partner with many stakeholders and combine our strengths in Diagnostics and
Pharma with data insights from the clinical practice.
In recognising our endeavor to pursue a long-term perspective in all we do, Roche has been
named one of the most sustainable companies in the pharmaceuticals industry by the Dow
Jones Sustainability Indices for the thirteenth consecutive year. This distinction also reflects
our efforts to improve access to healthcare together with local partners in every country we
work.
Genentech, in the United States, is a wholly owned member of the Roche Group. Roche is the
majority shareholder in Chugai Pharmaceutical, Japan.
For more information, please visit www.roche.com.
All trademarks used or mentioned in this release are protected by law.
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